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Building Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities (BRIC) 

 Authorized by Disaster Recovery Reform 
Act (DRRA) Section 1234, which 
amends Section 203 of the Stafford Act

 Funded by a 6% set-aside from federal 
post-disaster grant funding

 Eligible applicants – states and 
territories with major disaster 
declarations in past seven years

 Replaces FEMA’s existing pre-disaster 
mitigation (PDM) program



BRIC’s Guiding Principles
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Support Community Capability 
& Capacity Building

Encourage and Enable 
Innovation

Promote Partnerships

Enable Large Infrastructure  
Projects

Maintain Flexibility

Provide Consistency

Guiding Principles Supports FEMA’s Strategic Plan

Build a Culture of 
Preparedness

Ready the Nation for 
Catastrophic Disasters

Reduce the Complexity of 
FEMA
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 Encourage public infrastructure projects

 Increase projects that mitigate risk to one or 
more lifelines

 Promote projects that incorporate nature-
based solutions

 Incentivize adoption and enforcement of 
modern building codes

BRIC Priorities



BRIC Development Timeline
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BRIC – Available Funding
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$500 Million

 State/Territory Allocation: $33.6 million (up to 
$600,000 per Applicant)
 All 50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. 

territories may apply under the State/Territory 
Allocation

 Tribal Set-Aside: $20 million
 All Tribal governments (federally recognized) may apply 

under the Tribal Set-Aside

 National Competition for Mitigation Projects: 
$446.4 million (estimated)
 Remaining funds which are not awarded from the 

State/Territory Allocation or Tribal Set-Aside will be 
included in the national competition



Applicant and Subapplicant Eligibility
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Cost Share:

 Generally, FEMA will pay up to 75 percent of the total 
cost of a federal grant

BRIC:

 FEMA will pay up to 90 percent for small impoverished 
communities

 FEMA will pay up to 100 percent for management 
costs

 Non-federal cost share can be made up of cash, labor, 
in-kind or third-party donations

Cost Share Requirements
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FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Cost Share 
Guide (May 2016) 

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_hma_cost-share-guide.pdf


How is BRIC Different than PDM?
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Sets Clear 
Priorities

Builds 
Capability

Increases 
Flexibility

Streamlines 
Processes

 Lifelines & infrastructure 
projects

 Building codes

 Shared responsibility & 
partnerships

 Innovative projects

 New application process 
through FEMA GO

 Project extensions

 Phased projects

 Capability & capacity-
building activities

 In-person, non-financial, 
technical assistance

 The Mitigation Action 
Portfolio – selection of 
case studies

 Reduces limitations 

 Increases caps

 Allows pre-award costs 



BRIC FY20 Uses of Assistance
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 State/Territory Maximum Allocation and Activity Caps: 
$600,000 
 Up to $300,000 may be used for mitigation planning 

and planning-related activities per applicant

 Tribal Set-Aside Activity Caps: The combined cost of 
the applicant’s capability- and- capacity building 
activities under the Tribal Set-Aside must not exceed 
$600,000 per applicant

 National Competition Project Cap: $50 million per 
subapplication

BRIC Funding Limits
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BRIC Eligible Activities
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Existing activities are 
still eligible

Projects Must:
 Be cost-effective
 Reduce/eliminate risk and 

damage from future natural 
hazards

 Meet latest two consensus codes 
(i.e., 2015 or 2018 international 
building code)

 Align with Hazard Mitigation Plan
 Meet all environmental and 

historic preservation (EHP) 
requirements

Expanded eligibility includes:
 Project scoping 
 Building code activities
 Pre-award costs
 Additional activities for 

wildfire and wind 
implementation (DRRA 
Section 1205)

 Earthquake early warning 
(DRRA Section 1233)



Technical 
Evaluation

Qualitative 
Review

 FEMA staff will review technical 
evaluation criteria for subapplications

 8 technical evaluation criteria

 100 total points available 

 National Review Panel will score 
subapplications based on qualitative 
evaluation criteria

 6 qualitative evaluation criteria

 100 total points available

BRIC National Competition
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BRIC – Technical Criteria 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 14



BRIC – Qualitative Criteria 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 15



BRIC Capability- and Capacity-Building Activities
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Building Codes
 Building code activities are eligible for 

funding under Capability- and Capacity-
Building

 Adopting building codes and 
encouraging communities to have good 
Building Code Effectiveness Grading 
Schedule (BCEGS) scores are good 
practices for any project

 Part of FEMA’s ongoing efforts to 
quantify the impacts hazard-resistant 
building codes have on the nation

Capability-
and 

Capacity-
Building 
Activities

Building 
Codes

Partnerships

Planning

Project 
Scoping



BRIC and Community Lifelines
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The goals and objectives of FEMA’s 
Strategic Plan promote using 
mitigation to reduce risk to lifelines 
before a disaster and to quickly 
stabilize a community after disaster 
by preventing cascading impacts 

BRIC mitigation grants can go 
toward projects which mitigate these 

structures, facilities, and systems

Lifeline-focused mitigation projects could 
involve a wide variety of public, private, and 
non-profit organizations



Example Projects

Microgrid Installation

Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe Microgrid, 
Humboldt Co., CA 
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Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe Microgrid, Humboldt Bay, CA



Example Projects

Hydroelectric Dam Protection

Bidwell Paiute Tribal Flood Mitigation Project, 
Modoc Co., CA 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 20

Pit River, Modoc County, CA



Example Projects

Electrical System Mitigation

Nebraska and Kansas Ice and Wind Storm 
Mitigation Projects 
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Failure of a series of steel lattice structures
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BRIC Program Support Materials
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 BRIC Website

 FY20 BRIC Notice of Funding Opportunity

 BRIC Technical Criteria

 BRIC Qualitative Criteria

 Mitigation Action Portfolio

 BRIC Building Code Activities

 BRIC Partnership Activities

 BRIC Project Scoping Activities

 BRIC Mitigation Planning Activities

 BRIC Direct Technical Assistance

 HMA Cost Share Guide

Other Resources:

 Community Lifelines Implementation Toolkit: 
https://www.fema.gov/media-
library/assets/documents/177222

 Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA): www.fema.gov/benefit-cost-
analysis

 Hazard Mitigation Planning: https://www.fema.gov/hazard-
mitigation-planning

 ISO Mitigation – Building Codes 
https://www.isomitigation.com/bcegs/

 FEMA GO – www.fema.gov/grants/guidance-tools/fema-go

 Sign up for BRIC and HMA Updates: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/sub
scriber/new?topic_id=USDHSFEMA_477

https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/building-resilient-infrastructure-communities
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/fy2020-nofo
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-technical-criteria-support-document_08-01-2020_0.PDF
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-qualitative-criteria_support_document_08-2020.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_mitigation-action-portfolio-support-document_08-01-2020_0.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-building-code-activities_support_document_august_2020.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-partnership-activities_support_document_08-2020.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-protect-scoping-activities_support_document_08-2020.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-mitigation-planning-activities_support_document_08-2020.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_bric-direct-techinical-assistance_support_document_08-2020.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/fema_hma_cost-share-guide.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/177222
http://www.fema.gov/benefit-cost-analysis
https://www.fema.gov/hazard-mitigation-planning
https://www.isomitigation.com/bcegs/
http://www.fema.gov/grants/guidance-tools/fema-go
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USDHSFEMA_477


Thank you!

fema.gov/bric 
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