
 

Resolution Supporting National Energy Efficiency Standards and Objecting to State Preemption 
Absent Meaningful Federal Standards 

 
WHEREAS, The National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) has a long 
history of supporting cost-effective State and federal appliance and equipment energy efficiency 
standards, including resolutions adopted in July 1996, July 1997, July 1999, July 2000 and March 
2004, because of the benefits energy efficiency standards provide to energy consumers, energy 
utility companies, and society as a whole; and 
 
WHEREAS, Nine States (Arizona, California, Connecticut, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, 
Oregon, Rhode Island and Washington) have adopted such energy efficiency standards within the 
past two years addressing a wide range of products including, in some States, ceiling fans; and 
 
WHEREAS, The 2005 Senate version of the federal energy bill (S. 10) (i) includes 15 new 
appliance and equipment efficiency standards which are primarily based upon the recently adopted 
State standards and were jointly recommended to Congress by manufacturers, States and efficiency 
advocates, and (ii) directs the U.S. Department of Energy to develop meaningful standards for four 
additional products including ceiling fans; and 
 
WHEREAS, These 15 standards would result in large electricity and natural gas savings and cut 
energy consumers’ bills by $6.3 billion annually by 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, The efficiency standards in the Senate bill preempt existing State standards for such 
products only upon the effective date of equivalently strong federal standards; and 
 
WHEREAS, The 2005 House version of the energy bill (H.R.6) includes just six of the consensus 
standards included in S. 10 and includes a non-consensus standard for ceiling fans that would save 
virtually no energy but would fully preempt State standards which actually save energy; now 
therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners, convened at its July 2005 Summer Meetings in Austin, Texas, urges the 2005 
federal energy bill conferees to accept the Senate language in its entirety as it pertains to energy 
efficiency standards; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the NARUC objects to federal preemption of State requirements pertaining to 
the energy efficiency of new appliance and equipment absent meaningful national energy efficiency 
standards for such products. 
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