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Nevada Commissioner Tammy Cordova, District of Columbia PSC Staffer  
Lara Walt and Commissioner-Emeritus Charlotte Mitchell  

Recognized for Regulatory Excellence 
 
WASHINGTON (November 19, 2025) — Three current and past members of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners were honored for their achievements and 
regulatory excellence during the Annual Meeting and Education Conference in Seattle, 
Washington (November 9-12), at the awards ceremony themed, Shining a Light on Regulatory 
Excellence. 

Commissioner Tammy Cordova, from the Public Utilities Commission of Nevada, was awarded 
the Terry Barnich Award for Promoting International Cooperation Among Utility Regulators and 
Development of Professional Regulation, which is the highest honor bestowed by the NARUC 
Committee on International Relations. Presented annually, the award recognizes a 
commissioner or staff member from a state regulatory body or affiliated organization for 
outstanding contributions to NARUC’s international efforts. The award honors the memory of the 
former chairman of the Illinois Commerce Commission, Terrence “Terry” Barnich, who was killed 
on Memorial Day, May 25, 2009, while working as the deputy director of the State Department 
office overseeing U.S. reconstruction projects in Iraq.  

Cordova’s nominator said “she is great at building relationships between industry participants 
and is a huge supporter of learning from others internationally. She continues to learn about 
new innovations nationally and internationally.” 

Lara Walt, legal staff member from the District of Columbia Public Service Commission received 
the Ray Baum Memorial Leadership Award. Presented in memory of Ray Baum, who passed 
away in 2018, a long-time NARUC member and the “go-to staffer” on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, and a nationally recognized expert on utility law. The award is given to a 
staff member of the NARUC Staff Subcommittee on Telecommunications who best reflects his 
initiative and drive toward public service.  

Walt, who chairs the Staff Subcommittee on Telecommunications, was described in her 
nomination  as having shown “exceptional leadership through organizing meetings, coordinating 
speakers and keeping their work focused and productive.” She was the lead editor and author 
on several joint state pleadings and is the driving force behind a numbering white paper 
approved by the NARUC Board of Directors at the 2025 Annual Meeting. 

Commissioner-emeritus Charlotte Mitchell, who served on the North Carolina Public Utilities 
Commission and is a partner at McGuireWoods, was honored with the Mary Kilmarx Award for 
Good Governance, Clean Energy and the Environment, which recognizes individuals who have 
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gone above and beyond in the name of good governance, clean energy and the environment. 
The award was initiated in memory of Mary Kilmarx, who passed away in 2002, and had been a 
commissioner and long-time staff member of the Rhode Island PUC and was a three-term 
representative in the Rhode Island legislature. 

Her nomination noted that Mitchell is an “ardent supporter of commission staff,” shows 
commitment to the environment and energy policy, along with being “hard-working, solution-
driven, and non-partisan.”  

“These individuals represent the best of regulatory excellence across a range of sectors and 
disciplines,” said Judge Jehmal Hudson of the Virginia State Corporation Commission, who 
presided over the ceremony. “Each recipient is highly deserving of these honors based on their 
professional merits, commitment to the highest ideals of utility regulation and engagement with 
NARUC and its members.” 

Hudson was instrumental in revamping the awards program, creating a structure for all three 
awards to be presented at the Annual Meeting instead of at various meetings throughout the 
year. He recorded podcasts and ensured that the respective committees were engaged 
throughout the process. 

More information on these awards, including past winners, is available online at 
https://www.naruc.org/resources/naruc-awards-program.  

### 
About NARUC 

NARUC is a non-profit organization founded in 1889 whose members include the governmental agencies that are 
engaged in the regulation of utilities and carriers in the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 
Islands. NARUC's member agencies regulate telecommunications, energy, and water utilities. NARUC represents the 
interests of state public utility commissions before the three branches of the federal government. 
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