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Greetings to our friends in JordanGreetings to our friends in Jordan

Thank you for 
h ihosting us on 

this visit.this visit.
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A Brief Reminder about the Colorado 
Public Utilities Commission



The CommissionersThe Commissioners

Matt Baker Ron Binz Jim Tarpey
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What Do We Regulate?What Do We Regulate?

• Investor-owned electric utilities 60%
• Investor-owned natural gas utilities
• Intrastate natural gas pipelines

60%
15%

1%
-----------------------------------------------

• Some telecommunications carriers & services
• Passenger transportation 10%

10%
• Passenger transportation
• Railroad crossings
• Investor-owned water utilities 

10%

• Investor owned water utilities 
• Pipeline safety
• Relay Service for the hearing impaired

4%
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ColoradoColorado
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Our State Energy StrategyOur State Energy Strategy
• Stress Renewable Resources

– Aggressive State Renewable Portfolio Standard 
– Progressive resource planning at Commission
– Healthy renewables industry
– A commitment to addressing climate change

• Boost Energy Efficiency
– Customer: education
– Utility: engagement
– Regulatory: incentive regulation; rate structure changes

• Advanced Technologies Development• Advanced Technologies Development
– Research and demonstration for carbon sequestration
– Concentrating solar field at PSCo’s Cameo coal-fired plant
– CAES and other storage strategies
– Smart grid test bed in Boulder, Colorado

• Transmission Development
– SB 100 in Colorado
– Western Renewable Energy Zones participation
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Types of Colorado Electric Utilities

Colorado Energy Sales

Types of Colorado Electric Utilities

Colorado Energy Sales
by Type of Utility

Investor-Owned
55%

Public
17%

55%

Cooperative
28%

9



Vertically Integrated UtilitiesVertically Integrated Utilities

Generation
IPPs

Other
Transmission

Other 
Utilities

Distribution
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Colorado’s Balanced ApproachColorado s Balanced Approach

• Coal producing state (#8 of 50 states in US)p g ( )
• Natural gas producing state (#7 of 50 states)
• Substantial wind and solar resources
• Moderate electric rates
• Governor with a focus on the 

“New Energy Economy”“New Energy Economy”
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How Colorado Generates Electricity (2007)How Colorado Generates Electricity (2007)

NG 26%

Renewable  6%

Hydro  3%

NG  26%

Coal  65%

1
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Our Goals for this VisitOur Goals for this Visit

• Understand more fully the challenges facing the y g g
ERC in two areas:
– Implementation of New Renewable Energy Law

Effectively designing the license for JEPCO– Effectively designing the license for JEPCO

• Share our experiences implementing Colorado’s 
aggressive renewable portfolio standard.

Sh   i  ith li i   • Share our experiences with licensing, resource 
planning, IPP contracts, energy efficiency.
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History of Colorado’s RPSHistory of Colorado s RPS

• Amendment 37 (2004)( )
– Voter initiated; 10% renewable energy by 2020; 

separate solar requirement; net metering

• HB 1281 (2007)
– 20% renewables by 2020; 10% for municipal utilities 

d land cooperatives; solar requirement

• HB 1001 (2010)HB 1001 (2010)
– 30% by 2020; carve out for DG of 3% by 2020

(~650 MW PV)
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Xcel EnergyXcel Energy

• ~7000 MW peak loadp

• 2004-present
– 1,200 MW wind capacity
– 60 MW solar capacity

• By 2015
– Additional 750 MW wind capacity
– >250 MW new solar thermal
– >160 MW new photovoltaic
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Our New ChallengeOur New Challenge
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Long Term Natural Gas ContractsLong Term Natural Gas Contracts
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Key Elements of the
Colorado Regulatory StructureColorado Regulatory Structure

• Clear jurisdiction to regulatej g
– 100-year history
– Detailed statutes and Commission rules

Extensive case law– Extensive case law

• Common vision with Executive and Legislative

• Somewhat cooperative utilities

• Reasonable electric rates
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Key Elements of Colorado’s 
Renewable Energy PolicyRenewable Energy Policy

• Public support for renewable energy

• Acceptable Rate Impact
– +2% limit

• Robust renewable energy industry
– Bids were 10-1 on requirements   

• “No surprises” regulation
– Contracts are secure

N   l  l i– Note new natural gas regulation

• Ties to economic development
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Thank you again for hostingThank you again for hosting 
this meeting.

We look forward to our 
continuing discussions.
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